WHAT’'SIN YOUR PARISH CHEST

The “Parish Chest”, with its three locks, was used to store not only the registers of baptisms,
marriages and burials but also a great variety of other records produced by and for assorted parish
officials.

The office of churchwarden is an ancient one, but between the sixteenth and the nineteenth
century, the parish gradualy became more involved in the local government of their area, especially
where manoria control was weak. Over the centuries, various acts of parliament also increased parish
responsibility, such as the maintenance of the poor, highways, law and order, €etc.

The magjority of these records are to be found in the local diocesan (county) record offices.
However, their survival depended not only upon the local mouse population, but also the housekeeping
enthusiasm of various people keen to clear away old ‘rubbish’.

This talk aims to introduce you to some of those parish officials and the records they produced -
with special emphasis on those sources which include personal names.
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